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from below, but a mixed and fluctuating kind of
government in which Crown, nobles, parliament,
and people formed certain parts which had to be
put together for each occasion. The accepted
general idea was that the sovereign, supreme as
an individual, looked after the welfare of the
country in peace and war so far as the Crown es-
tates permitted; but that whenever the Crown
resources would not suffice then the sovereign could
call on nobles and people for whatever the common
weal required. Noblesse oblige. In return for
the estates or monopolies which they had ac-
quired the nobles and favored commoners were
expected to come forward with all their resources
at every national crisis precisely as the Crown
was expected to work for the common weal at
all times. When the resources of the Crown and
favored courtiers sufficed, no parliament was
called; but whenever they had to be supplemented
then parliament met and voted whatever it ap-
proved. Finally, every English freeman was re-
quired to do his own share towards defending
the country in time of need, and he was further
required to know the proper use of arms.

The  great   object   of   every  European   court
during early modern times was to get both the